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I am an Oral Historian with over 11 years of experience in researching, documenting and teaching diverse narratives. My expertise in interviewing and editing, coupled with a strong foundation in de-colonial research methodologies, grounds my commitment to community-engaged oral history scholarship. I am passionate about amplifying diverse voices to foster education and narrative change, and to using storytelling to deepen community ties and inspire collection action. 

EDUCATION
Columbia University	
Master of Arts, 2014
Athabasca University	
Bachelor of Arts, 2011
American Academy of Dramatic Arts	
Associate of Arts Degree, 2001

TEACHING
Adjunct Faculty, Oral History Master of Arts Program, 2021 — 2024	

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY
Voice of Witness, Sep 2024 — Sep 2025	
Program Coordinator, Storyteller Initiative Fellowship Program
Developed recruitment, managed the selection process, and coordinated and taught activities for the Storyteller Initiative Fellowship Program. Developed educational materials, tailored workshops and events, promoting best practices in oral history and storytelling among fellows and the wider VOW and oral history community. Facilitated collaboration between fellows, mentors, and the communities with which each mentor is engaged to support the impact of their respective storytelling initiatives. 

Columbia Center for Oral History Research, Apr 2022 — May 2024	
Project Director, Aryeh Neier Oral History Project
Directed CCOHR team in conducting over 50 oral history sessions with 24 narrators, resulting in 75 hours of recorded narratives. Led the research and development of our project blueprint. Facilitated twelve interview sessions with Neier himself, contributing significant insights to the project. 

Columbia Center for Oral History Research, Apr 2020 — Oct 2021	
Interviewer, NYC Covid-19 Oral History, Narrative and Memory Archive
Conducted in-depth interviews with Indigenous people living in New York to document their personal experiences during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Whitney Museum of American Art, Feb 2020 — May 2020	
Researcher/Interviewer/Editor, Lenape Oral Histories
Conducted oral history interviews with Lenape knowledge keepers to document Lenape origin stories and contemporary identity in relation to the lands that the Whitney now resides upon. The interviews supported the development of a public art project by David Hammons on the site's ecological and historical significance. Compiled and wrote a comprehensive narrative summary for the Whitney. 

Columbia Center for Oral History Research, 2019 — 2023	
Researcher/Interviewer, Obama Presidency Oral History Project
Conducted interviews with Native Americans and others, capturing insights on President Obama's impact in Indian Country. 

Museum of the City of New York, Nov 2019 — Dec 2019	
Saturday Academy Educator, "Native Lives: Our History, Our Stories"
Developed and taught a six-session curriculum for New York City public school students, grades 8-12, focusing on historical trauma and indigenous cultures and contemporary life. Delivered this educational programming through arts projects, writing exercises, and facilitated discussions, fostering critical engagement among students. 

Columbia Center For Oral History Research, May 2014 — May 2017	
Program Manager, Robert Rauschenberg Oral History Project
Lead researcher for the Robert Rauschenberg Oral History Project, wrote and managed the project blueprint, personally conducted interviews with 38 narrators. Led completion of the significant archive of 179 hours of recorded narratives. Coordinated a team of 5 interviewers along with transcription and video production services, successfully producing 14 video sessions. 

New York City Department of Environmental Protection, Nov 2013 — May 2014	
Principal Researcher, Interviewer and project manager 

PUBLICATIONS
Oral History Review: Special Issue on Indigenous Oral History, Sep 2026	
Guest Editor (Forthcoming, Routledge) 

A Steady Brightness of Being: Truths, Wisdom and Love from Celebrated Indigenous Voices, 2025	
Edited with Stephanie Sinclair. Penguin Random House Canada 

You Were Made for This World: Celebrated Indigenous Voices Speak to Young People, 2025	
Edited with Stephanie Sinclair. Tundra/Penguin Random House Canada 
" Like the sacred items in a medicine bundle, these entries reverberate powerfully, both individually and as a whole" - Kirkus 

Who We Are: Four Questions for a Life and a Nation, 2024	
Edited with Murray Sinclair & Niigaan Sinclair. McClelland & Stewart 
BC and Yukon Book Prize finalist 

Indian Country Showed Up to Beat Trump. How Can you Show Up for Indian Country? November 2020	
The Guardian 

How We Go Home: Voices from Native North America, 2020	
Voice of Witness/Haymarket 
"These conversations and life histories, taken together, tell us a critical story of the effort it takes to live and transform structures that Indigenous peoples inherit and push against in bids for dignity, sovereignty, care, and justice in the twenty-first century." - Audra Simpson 

Robert Rauschenberg: An Oral History, 2019	
Edited with Peter Bearman & Mary Marshall Clark. Columbia University Press 
"The voices in Sara Sinclair’s new book appear as randomly put together as do the car tyre and stuffed goat of Rauschenberg’s combine 'Monogram'. . . . And it is this fabrication that makes Sinclair’s book so fine. Rauschenberg emerges from it less as a painting than as a combine; which is to say, a Rauschenberg." —Charles Darwent, Times Literary Supplement 

SELECT PRESENTATIONS & WORKSHOPS
Public Training Workshop:  Introduction to Indigenous Oral Tradition and Anti-colonial Oral Histories, Columbia University, Mar 2023	
Panel: Oral, The Oral History Manuscript: Writing From Oral History, Oral History Summer School, Dec 2023	
Guest Presenter, Collective Memory, Colonialism and the Struggle to Know Who We Are, Bard, Apr 2021	
Guest Professor, Applied Ethics, Haverford College, Apr 2021	
Amplifying Oral Histories of Resistance, Oral History Master of Arts, Summer Workshop Series on Anti-Oppression and Oral History, Columbia University, Aug 2020	
Editing Oral History, Oral History Master of Arts, One-Day Oral History Training Workshops, Columbia University, May 2020	
Guest Presenter, Indigenous History, Brooklyn College, Oct 2020	
Say It Forward: Empathy & Ethics in Oral History, Oral History Association Workshop, Jan 2019	
Interviewing Immersion, Oral History Master of Arts, One-Day Oral History Training Workshops, Columbia University, May 2019	
Thinking Like An Oral Historian, Oral History Master of Arts, One-Day Oral History Training Workshops, Columbia University, Jan 2019	
Guest Professor, Oral History: The Art of Listening and Translation, Princeton University, Sep 2019	
Oral Historians: Honoring the Treaties We Make with our Indigenous Narrators, Oral History Association Roundtable, Jan 2018	
Designing & Managing an Oral History Project. Oral History Master of Arts, One-Day Oral History Training Workshops, Columbia University, May 2018	
Robert Rauschenberg Oral History: Oral & Art History Mash-up, with Mary Marshall Clark, OHMA Thursday Evening Series, Columbia University, Feb 2018	
Cross Cultural Approaches to Interviewing, Activism and Research. Summer Institute: Oral History and Aging: Transmitting Life Stories of Being and Becoming Across Cultures and Generations., Columbia Center for Oral History Research, Jan 2017	
Blanks, Blips or ? How to Handle Deletions in Oral History Audio Files? Roundtable, Oral History Association, Jan 2015	
How We Go Home: Second Generation Memory and Education in Native American Communities. Summer Institute: “Second Generation Memories & Stories”, Columbia Center for Oral History Research, Jan 2014	
Oral History, Storyweaving & Documentary Theater.  2013 Summer Institute: “Telling the World: Indigenous Memories, Rights and Narratives”, Columbia Center for Oral History Research, Jan 2013	

INVITED TALKS
Amplifying Oral Histories of Resistance, Cooper Union, Feb 2022	
Voices from How We Go Home, Universite de Pau et des Pays, Nov 2020	
Empowering Youth Through Indigenous Stories, Columbia University, Nov 2020	
Why We Need to Amplify Indigenous Voices, TEDx College Park, Mar 2021	

OTHER SELECTED ROLES
Co-Chair Indigenous Caucus, Oral History Association, 2022 — 2024	
Co-Director Program Committee, Oral History Association, Annual Conference, 2021	

SKILLS

	:
	Interviewer, Editor, Educator, Program Director 



WEBSITE
www.saraesinclair.com

